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Legal Behavior and Legal Consciousness of Taiwanese People:
Focusing on the Road Traffic Management and Penalty Act
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But in order to lure and retain international tourists,
critics say Taiwan must first improve its road safety

— for drivers and pedestrians alike.
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Roads and vehicles are well-maintained, but scooters and
motorcycles often weave in and out of traffic. Be alert
when crossing roads as vehicles might not stop at

pedestrian crossings.
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Roads and vehicles are well-maintained but scooters and
motorcycles often weave in and out of traffic, and
vehicles might not stop at pedestrian crossings. Look

before stepping onto the road.
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Although pedestrians have the right of way in marked
crosswalks, drivers often do not yield; therefore, it is
incumbent on pedestrians to check for traffic when at

crosswalks.
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ABSTRACT

This article was an attempt to take a look at "something" happening in contemporary Taiwanese
society through the proposed amendment to the Road Traffic Management and Penalty Act passed
by Taiwan's Legislative Yuan. The shocking article "Taiwan’s ‘living hell’ traffic" in CNN Travel hit
Taiwanese society, and many Taiwanese were astonished to learn how the international community
views Taiwan. In order to counteract the harshness of the international community, the amendment
raises the maximum fine for failing to yield the right of way to a pedestrian crossing the street to
NT$6,000 and imposes an even higher fine if the driver injures or kills the pedestrian. At the same
time, it also introduces a new provision for license suspension and license revocation. The revised
law also includes new language for suspension and revocation of licenses.

This paper shows that there remains the issue of how Taiwanese people themselves will make
Taiwan, compared to the logic of a modern European-type state, i.e., the Western state structure in
which a nation-state was formed by the consensus of its people. We hope that we have been able to

present the viewpoints from which we should observe the future of Taiwanese society.

Keyworps: Taiwan's Legislative Yuan, Road traffic, Nation-state



