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Transatlantic Acceptance and Development of Nursery Schools in the 1920s:
the Case of The Merrill-Parmar Nursery School in Detroit
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ABSTRACT

This paper’s aim is to clarify how nursery schools were accepted and developed in the case of
the Merrill-Parmer Nursery School in Detroit, from the perspective of international exchange with
Margaret McMillan in the 1920s.

First, The Merrill-palmer nursery school was established with the aim to provide a laboratory
for the training of girls in childcare, and measure the value of certain types of training for children
of preschool age. Second, Edna White was sent to England to make a first-hand study of the nursery
school with Margaret McMillan. The Merrill -Palmer Nursery School, on the lines of the nursery
school in England, opened with Emma Henton, head of an English nursery school as a teacher in
January 1922. Third, children received nursery education on the principle of progressive education,
“learning by doing”. Forth, parental education and preparental education were developed with the
aid of many types of specialists. Fifth, White made efforts to demonstrate nursery school’s benefit
for as young women as well preschool children so that rate-payers would recognize the need for

incorporating the nursery school into the educational system.

Keyworps: Merrill-Parmer, Nursery School, Parental Education, Margaret McMillan, Edna Noble White



