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Revival of the Regional Economy and the Tourism business

Saburou ANDOH

ABSTRACT

One of the methods of revitalizing a regional economy is to promote the development of
tourism business. The ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport’s Visit Japan Campaign
(VJC) kicked off in April 2003. VJC is a strategic program designed to encourage a sharp
increase in the number of visitors to Japan from overseas. In comparison to the 16 million
Japanese travelling overseas annually, only 5 million foreign tourists visit Japan.

The “Inbound Tourism Initiative of Japan” aims to lessen the gap as quickly as possible.
The “Strategic Meeting of the Inbound Tourisn Initiative of Japan” was held in February. 1994,
and the “Shikoku Members Board” (a 100-menber board), was held on February. 19, 2000 in
Takamatsu City.

The author discusses the meanings of the “Inbound Tourism Initiative of Shikoku and
Tokushima” , and suggests how to promote the revival of the Shikoku district’s economies and
industries through a rapid increase in the number of visitors to Shikoku.

Keyworps : tourism business, 100-member board, Inbound Tourism Initiative of Japan, revival
of the Shikoku district’s economies and industries
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