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Child Abuse Prevention Activity and Risk Assessment in Maternal and Child Health
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ABSTRACT

In this paper, we examine items of abuse risk assessment in maternal and child health area as a
major field of practical care of child abuse prevention. Expanding the scope of analysis subject from
conventional risk assessment analysis performed in sociology, 1llrisk assessments used by administra-
tive institutions were adopted as the subjects of analysis in this paper. In previous studies in sociol-
ogy, it has been shown that hierarchy and gender are included in abuse risk assessment. Similar to
the previous studies, analysis result of the paper also showed incorporation of hierarchy and gender
in abuse risk assessment. By conduction such risk assessment, for example, are households in a so-
cially vulnerable position such as single-mother households marginalized in the society? Different
from sociology, mother and child health area is required to reflect study results on fields of practical
care. Therefore, we discuss assessment based on a strength model to pick up strengths of family in
the paper instead of conventional assessment taking up drawbacks of family. The strength model has
been argued, in particular, in child welfare field overseas. However, mother and child health field
has just suggested strength model. The paper makes a proposal of a support in mother and child
health field capable of utilizing strengths of family to the maximum by an assessment based on
strength model.
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