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Phenomenological Approach to the Problem of Qualia

Toshiaki Suzuki

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to discuss the contributions of phenomenology in understanding the
problem of qualia.

First, the ideas of the phenomenological reduction and intentionality are considered from a view
point of qualia. There might be undifferentiated experiences between a subject and an object, and
crossmodal senses as a startimg point of mind. Pure senses of qualia from which assumptions and
biases are excluded might be such basic senses.

Second, Husserl’s theory of the transcendental subjectivity, that is, ’pure ego’ is considered. The
transcendental subjectivity is an ideally supposed concept. But it is a real unique individual to exist.
There still remains the mystery of individuality.

Third, Merleau—Ponty’s ideas of the ’living body’ and of perception are considered, related to
the problem of qualia. In his theory, undifferentiated and direct experiences of a body are assumed
to be a matrix of all. But how are these basic felt experiences born? You cannot say that these felt
experiences are there from begining. That is exactly what the problem is.

Finaly, ‘neurophenomenology’ is introduced as one of the applications of phenomenology to the
problem of qualia.

Keyworps : qualia, phenomenology, transcendental subjectivity, phenomenological reduction,Merleau—
Ponty, living body, neurophenomenology.
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FEHARIIITEO R R TIE 2 WE LT, FrfEH %
Bt 5720 OWREMEO VISR MH 5V IHE TlE D
bo FIREIZOWT S BAERMBHIZEEZ SN T
e LCHRS 2 D Tla% {, WIEREREHS

=D D ERBLTLE D)o FERHE DT
WHAEL LTOAEESZZABOb 0L LRtk Sz
TR 57\,

HRMEF SRR FHEE ST L TEANTH
bo i T EDOL T L DISFHEMWFEDL [
W W) BIEOBBBIII ARV TW S SRE
D & b2, BHROMMENFEE» S OH
SRR 4G R 2 DTIE R L, FORBEL BB 2
BRThHY, TOBEERTEEICH L TBAYN (BE
1)) Thbo BEIHLRICK T 5 HGRH Lh i
MR, FFEREIGEETLIOTH L (M
%, 2014)c HEROBEME = WA & RO TR
B=FF L LTOMOD X L I3IMETIZ RV D,
8) RAzwbo
O L 12 2 OFPIZONTO D OTIEZR {,
ROETHLLHLHDIL AV (K, 224 L)
DL TH Y, FIFERIETH VR TH D LD
BLDDHETHAH, ThbbETHoTHESN
5 DI~ OFYTIE AR, EEMIIERZ 2V
DTHHLRTRMR LD TH D, FIUTEIIH TS
= ORECHT2RTEOMBRTHY, FA—0HS
D2FEE LR L TVD, AWV DIdRzZ230
FRZ2L0 (AW 25LwsboThs (N
DARFENME) o ZIFRIEFTED 7] Tld7% <,
R25b00NMTo [EH] THY, [5] TH
Do HALBDIIRAGVETFTEDOETTH D, [ R,
TVLORMTHMIRTD %<, WOFOWRIFEEE
HEIC Lo T, BEAOWHET b b HE— KA
WZEADW TS, Rxb0L LTo [H] 1
KAV B T BT BE R BT Cld 2w L, o
FFICHICREE S TR T v R RSL
OPTOFREDIED, HDHVIFAE L TOKKEHY
b DFDOLDOOFO—ME, <FB>DEHNLE
DS, FEESNDIRITIEL > T DL ns ZZFEN
WESFOLNTHRE LTORELREL) 2D TH
bho WZBZDDIIRZVHb=ITE 252 LXK
5T, FEEHNObOERZ b0, K& LTHS
Lide

HkCiE R, BRoRD, bhubnzWZzod
DIZHEDLELOTH Y, P& ORFERITZVIZE
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ERREMIZ X BREETIE R L, MERBELROTH
Do HUEEARBREERD L ODFREIZRZ LD TH
LI BBMETHDH, ZHIIHEOREREII 2L
HBRET 2bEBROELTH D, TIAWED
EXEXELEHEVOWTH LA IR %2 ] [E L
T2, ThbbyREYCHEOMICESEL, <
NOIKIRL, HCEME TS L B2, AUB
HiE<HZ250>%2BHEL)EDTHL, 29
LcyeiErz LCHC B V) <Rz 550>
A E W) RS L LTIRABIZES (M
7, 2014) .

EkEE A O BRI OAEERDHE LIZ LD S &
& HBEMEHRICE 208 (Eif) ofhErkEI 2
DTLRTNE, HO5DUDHEREL TWLLAHE
DIBICTFRTL2DOTH %2, BINEAEDRBIAZE
MBONDEML TN EEA (R %0
O - ZEPEOBE) IIHLEEDLILICRDLIDTH
bo ZOIERWZIEZD &) MEMIT L L0 ERE
EREOMRH LA (R 20bD?) HF)
RLBGET 2L BoMBERLLOTH
Lo BFETHE IR TLESZIORELRDD
LFEFLABEEETLZLOTHL (A a=KRr7F
£, 1989), [#EA] LT &9 12TV e 2s
5, FEHEELTUIE=TTE=REETHL L)%
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9)MEMIZ<ZOR> DM EBTH 2, [
Thdbeh [EEOLNLHER] LhEERFEIR
REE DM ER DO, YT EE Lo
L7zAERTH 5o

SR EHIE T 5 SEDRZ ML &2 bk B D
Ho BZMED [HixHH— AFREE] EwricEEn s
Do 0T H, MR — AR TIE RV E
FT5DYL, HXH—AFDO<ZOR> DR DT
5o
E6E ME (BHH) BHRZFE
1. MRBERFOHE
1) — AFRRYRBR O s AR
FEEROIERTCHIANE, — ARSI % TS 28

REWYTH D (Varela, 1997), T4 & AHE
BB E L C— ABOSHTHE T 2 LR35
PHAHHIETTTE R WEFOE 2> Twh,
CITEIHBRIEITEERPLOMEERTH Y, K
OFEFHELHTFICANLLHRwmTH S (T
¥, 2004),
WHEWNT 70— F CTETE X SN LDk~
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EL7— AN E S 4 7 v T 08N H 5,
IR & BB R ER O O R
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ZEDVUELDTH D, BMAE LT 5 & IZBHAR
IR ZTWATEZF TR, WHOBENIZH % T
AT 5 (BT 5) TEPLETH L, 1
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727851 (embodied cognition) Td %o HBAYE
HIWET X2, BEEREVENE L2 5. ZOUEER
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W2V DB A (Menary, 2006), L 72> L Z D F1k
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SN R ER Y Sy — v 2 AL BREr O A TN
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B GEANOF LB O= D7 7O —F |22 F /]
5 (F7 LT, 2000 Lo Lo EE)
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PFREALH), ACZENY AT A3HEICHA LT
Woo B2, BaOoeWFEims vy BUZHEN
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