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An Analysis of the Development of the Represa Awaodori Group in Brazil

Hachiro HAGIWARA and Yumi INA1

ABSTRACT

Awaodori, which is held in Tokushima every summer, attracts many tourists from all over
the world. For the purpose of expanding this Tokushima's tourism resource more widely, the
Tokushima Prefectural Government has held the Autumn Awaodori since 2008 every year,
and during this autumn event in 2019 the first World Awaodori Summit was held at the ASTY
Tokushima. In this opportunity, leaders of Awaodorl associations in different places in Japan
and Awaodori groups from various foreign countries gathered in Tokushima to share their
experiences and exchange information and opinions.

The Represa-ren (Represa Awaodori Group), which is the oldest Awaodori group in the
world outside Japan, was invited to this autumn event, as well as the other foreign groups, and
two representatives of the group came to Tokushima from Brazil. Taking advantage of this
opportunity, they prepared a presentation document about the group history and activities. In
this paper, the authors present the history of the Represa-ren and analyze the meaning that
Tokushima’s traditional dance Awaodori has continued in Brazil. The Represa-ren is not only
adopted but developed by the founders, successors and everyone related to this group's
activities with each one’s will and devotion.

Keyworps : Awaodori, Represa-ren, Japanese immigrants into Brazil, Japanese community in
Brazil, Ethnic identity
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