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Evaluation of “Kids Nurse Project” at A University

Interest in nursing and a local-oriented mindset of elementary school
students who participated in the project
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ABSTRACT

This research aims to clarify the relationship between a local-oriented mindset of elementary
school students, who participated in a community-based collaboration project to foster human re-
sources who will play an essential role in the next-generation medical care (hereinafter, the “kids
nurse project”), and their interest in nursing, and to examine the effect of the project.

A questionnaire survey was conducted among 77 elementary school students of the first to sixth
grades with respect to reasons why they became interested in nursing and their mindset toward their
local area. As methods of analysis, Spearman’s rank-correlation coefficients were obtained for the re-
lationship between their local-oriented mindset and their interest in nursing and the relationship be-
tween their participation in the kids nurse project and their interest in nursing. Additionally, the chi-
square test was used to analyze the relationship between their interest in nursing and their local-
oriented mindset by grouping the grades into early elementary grades and late elementary grades. For
this research, an approval was obtained from the ethics committee to which the author belongs.

There were somewhat positive correlations between “it is enjoyable to live in the local area” and
“family members’ experiences with illness and hospital visits,” “I want to work in my local area”
and “I want to do a job that involves myself with others”, and “I want to be of service to people.”
There were substantial positive correlations between “I wanted to be a nurse by participating in the
project” and “I want to contribute to society,” “I want to do a job that involves myself with oth-
ers,” “I am interested in learning the human body and mind,” “I want to be of service to people,”
“I have wanted to be a nurse since my childhood,” and “it is a job worth doing.” In comparison
between the grades, late elementary grades showed a significantly higher rate than early elementary
grades in “family members’ experiences with illness and hospital visits,” “an influence from TV dra-
mas of medical care,” “it is a job worth doing,” and “I love my local area.”

It can be considered that family members’ experiences with illness and hospital visits and an in-
terest in a job interacting with people have an influence on their local-oriented mindset that they
want to live and work in their local area. It is thought that their participation in the kids nurse pro-
ject has created, among the elementary school students who have a desire to be of service to peo-
ple, who have been interested in nursing since their childhood, and who have considered nursing to
be a job worth doing, a fresh awareness that they wish to become a nurse. It is also considered
that the students of later elementary grades, who show significant intellectual development, become
able to recognize a nurse as an occupation. The results suggest that the kids nurse project can be
expected to contribute to the fostering of the next-generation human resources who will play an im-
portant role in community medical care of local areas.

Keyworps : kids nurse project, elementary school students, local-oriented mindset, interest in nursing,
fostering of the next-generation human resources
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