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Development of the Free Kindergarten Movement in San Francisco of the Late Nineteenth
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ABSTRACT

This paper’s aim is to clarify how Sarah Cooper battled against poverty and crime from the
viewpoint of early childhood education and care in San Francisco, California of the late nineteenth
century by using the annual report of the Golden Gate Kindergarten Association and San Francisco
Municipal Reports and so forth.

As results of the study followings were cleared. The purpose of the Golden Gate Kindergarten
Association was to prevent the poverty and crime. Many generous donors and the local press
contributed to the growth of free kindergartens. Cooper placed great emphasis on children'freedom
and self-activity under the educational ideal of full development of all faculties. Her aim was to
guarantee every child a kindergarten education regardless of being rich or poor. She thought that
public kindergarten was the desirable institution for achieving her aim. Free kindergarten made

efforts to nurture motherhood through childcare tour and consultation, mothers meetings.

Keyworps: Sarah Cooper, Golden Gate Kindergarten Association, free kindergarten, public kindergarten,

San Francisco



